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MEMORY VERSE HOC THUQC LONG
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his | “Hay don dudng Chua, hdy sta dudng Chua
paths!” cho ngay thdng!”

Mk 1:3 Mc 1,3



FIRST READING
(Is 40:1-5, 9-11)

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your
God. Speak ftenderly to Jerusalem, and
proclaim to her that her service is at an end,
her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received
from the hand of the LORD double for all her
sins.

A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the
way of the Lord!l Make straight in the
wasteland a highway for our God! Every
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill
shall be made low; the rugged land shall be
made a plain, the rough country, a broad
valley. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of
glad tidings; cry out at the top of your voice,
Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to
cry out and say to the cities of Judah: Here is
your God! Here comes with power the Lord
GOD, who rules by his strong arm; here is his
reward with him, his recompense before him.
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms
he gathers the lamibs, carrying them in his
bosom, and leading the ewes with care.

The Word of the Lord.

BAIDOC |
(Is 40,1-5. 9-11)

Trich Sach Tién Tri I-sa-i-a:

Chua nguoi phdan: Héi dén Ta, hdy an tadm,
hay an tdm! Hay ndi véi Gié-ru-sa-lem, va kéu
goi rdng: Thdi nd 1é da chdm dut, 16i 16i da
duoc an xd, Chua da ban on nhiéu gdp hai
1&n 16i 161,

Va cob tiéng kéu trong hoang dia rdng: “Hay
don dudng Chua, hay sta dudng Chua chung
ta tfrong hoang dia cho ngay thdng. Hay Iap
moi hé sau va hay bat moi nui ddi; con dudng
cong queo hay ldm cho ngay thdng, con
duodng gbé ghé hay san cho bdng.” Va vinh
hién Chua sé xudt hién, moi ngudi sé dugc
thdy vinh quang Thién Chua, vi Ngai dé phdn.

H&i nguoi 1a ké dua tin mung cho Si-on, hdy
fréo I1én nui cao. H&i nguoi Id ké dua tin ming
cho Gié-ru-sa-lem, hdy manh dan cdt tiéng.
Hay cat tiéng cao, dung sg! Hay ndi cho cdc
dan thanh thudéc chi ho Giu-da rang: Day
Thién Chua cdc nguoi, déy Chua Ia Thién
Chua cdc nguoi sé dén trong quyén luc; cdnh
tay Ngudi sé& théng tri. Ngudi mang theo
nhing phdn thudng chién thdng va dua di
trudc nhing chién loi phdm. Ngudi chan dat
dodn chién Ngudi nhu muc t&.  Ngudi dm
chién con trén cdnh tay, &m dp ching vdo
ldng, va nhe tay dan d&t nhing chién me

Dé Ia Léi Chua.



SECOND READING
(2 Pt 3:8-14)

A Reading from the Second Letter of St. Peter:

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with
the Lord one day is like a thousand years and
a thousand years like one day. The Lord does
not delay his promise, as some regard “delay,”
but he is patient with you, not wishing that any
should perish but that all should come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a mighty roar and the elements will
be dissolved by fire, and the earth and
everything done on it will be found out.

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way,
what sort of persons ought you to be,
conducting yourselves in  holiness and
devotion, waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which
the heavens will be dissolved in flames and the
elements melted by fire. But according o his
promise we await new heavens and a new
earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore,
beloved, since you await these things, be
eager to be found without spot or blemish
before him, at peace.

The Word of the Lord.

BAIDOC I
(2 Pr3.8-14)

Trich Thu Thir Hai Cla Thanh Phé-ro:

Anh em than mén, cé moét diéu anh em khong
thé khoéng biét Iad moét ngdy ddi véai Chua nhu
ngan ndm, va ngdan ndm nhu mot ngdy.
Khong phdi Chua cham tré thi hanh 161 hita
cla Ngudi, nhu cd vai ngudi Iadm tudng, nhung
vi anh em, Ngudi hanh déng nhan nai, Ngudi
khéong mudn ai phdi hu mat, nhung mudn moi
NQudi an NAn sdm hoéi. Ngdy cla Chua sé dén
nhu ké trom. Trong ngdy do, cdc tang troi
qua di frong nhimg tiéng rung chuyén manh,
NgU hanh déu chay tiéu tan, trdi dat cing moi
cong trinh kién tao déu bi thiéu hay.

Vi moi vat dy tiéu tan di, nén anh em cdng
phdi séng thdnh thién va dao duc biét bao,
khi anh em mong ch& va thoi thuc ngay Chua
dén, ngay ma cdc tang 1réi béc chdy tiéu tan,
va ngU hanh bi thiéu rui. Nhung theo 16i Ngudi
hia, ching ta mong doi troi mdi dat mai,
frong dé coéng ly sé ngu tri.

Dé Ia Léi Chua.



GOSPEL
(Mk 1:1-8)

The Gospel According to St. Mark:

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the
Son of God.

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, |
am sending my messenger ahead of you; he
will prepare your way. A voice of one crying
out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.” John the Bapfist
appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
People of the whole Judean countryside and
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out
to him and were being baptized by him in the
Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.
John was clothed in camel’s hair, with @
leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts
and wild honey. And this is what he
proclaimed:. "One mightier than | is coming
after me. | am not worthy to stoop and loosen
the thongs of his sandals. | have baptized you
with water; he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
(Mc 1,1-8)

Tin Mimg Chua Giésu theo Thdnh Mdc-co:
Khéi ddu Phic Am cla Buc Giésu Kité Con
Thién Chua.

Nhu cé 16i Tién tri I-sa-i-a chép réng: Day Ta sai
Thién Thdn cla Ta dén frudc mat nguoi dé
don dudng cho nguoi. Coé tiéng kéu frong
hoang dia rdng: “Hay don dudng Chua, hdy
stra dudng Chua cho ngay thdng.” Gio-. Tdy
Gid xudt hién frong hoang dia, rao gidng
phép rda sdm héi cdu on tha t6i. Dan cd
mién Giu-dé-a va Gié-ru-sa-lem tuén dén voi
ngudi, thu téi va chiu phép rda tfrong séng Gio-
dan. Luc dé Gio-an mdc do 16ng lac da, that
lung b&ng dday da thd, an chdau chdu va uéng
mat ong ring. Ngudi rao gidng rdng: “bBdng
dén sau 16i, quyén nang hon 16i, 16i khéng
ddang cui xuéng cdéi day gidy Ngudi. Phan 16i,
t6i Iay nudc mad ria cdc nguoi, cdn Ngdi, Ngadi
sé rira cdc nguoi frong Chua Thdnh Than.

Dé Ia Léi Chaa.



Fill in the BLANY Dién vao chd TR7 NG

A voice of one crying out in the desert: * of the Lord, make
his "
.ll >
Co tiéng kéu trong hoang dia réng: * Chua, hay sta
Chua cho ”
John the Baptist proclaimed: "One is coming affer me. | am not
worthy to stoop and of his sandals.”
2.
Ong Giaon Tdy Gid rao gidng rdng: “Ddng dén sau 16i, , t6i khéong
dang cui xuéng cla Ngudi.”
TRUE 0R FALSE DUNG HAY SAl
John the Baptist was clothed in camel’s hair, with a brand name belt
around his waist.
3.
Ong Gioan Tdy Gid mac do 16ng lac dd, véi mot day thdt lung hang
hiéu,
John the Baptist appeared in the desert to call people to repent and
change their way of life.
4,
TONng Gioan Tdy Gid xudt hién trong hoang dia dé kéu goi ngudi ta
an nan va thay déi cudce séna.
UNDERLINE the correct answer(s) GACH DUOI ciu tra loi ding:
John the Baptist said: "I have baptized you with water; he will
baptize you with...”
A. Fire
B. Salt water
C. The Holy Spirit
D. All of the above
5.

Ong Gioan Tdy Gid ndi: “Phdn 16i, 16i 16y nudc mad rla cac nguoi,
con Ngdai, Ngdi sé ria cdc nguoi trong...”

A. Lla

B. Nudc mubi

C. Chua Thdanh Thdn

D. Tat cd déu dung
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REFLECTIONS

FIRST READING

In the first reading we hear the words of comfort and hope to H il . h
the people in a time of great sorrow: "Comfort, give comfort oW Wi we receive the
to my people...” The author tells the people to look up; the | Messiah, Jesus Christ, who
Messiah is coming: “Prepare the way of the Lord!” John the comes in God's name to

Baptist will use these same words in today’s gospel to
announce his mission. How will we receive the Messiah, Jesus
Christ, who comes in God’s name to comfort and speak us?
tenderly to us? What can we do to welcome him info our
lives?

comfort and speak tenderly to
What can we do to
welcome him into our lives?

Isaiah uses the images of desert and wasteland to describe the highway where God will come
to his people. How are our hearts and our world a desert and a wasteland in need of God’s
coming? What can we do to open our hearts and receive the words of comfort and hope, first
spoken in a time of great sorrow? s it difficult to open our hearts to the comfort and hope Jesus
brings? Is there a way to prepare the way for Jesus in our world? There is also an image of God
as Shepherd in this reading. How does he care for the lambs?

SECOND READING

In this reading the author was instructing believers who expected the second coming of Christ to
take place right away and were froubled that it was delayed. He reminds them that for God a
thousand years is like one day. The task of the Christian is to live a life of patience, generosity,
and conversion until God comes at the end of time, this is called “the day of the Lord” in this
letter of Peter.

At the heart of Peter’'s message and ifs imagery of the world’s end is the need for conversion.
We wish to make straight and smooth everything in our lives — our selfishness and pride, our
impatience and meanness, our laziness and indifference -
whatever blocks the way of the Lord.

What does it mean to live a

. . What it to li life of ion? In what
life of conversion? In what at does it mean to live a life of conversion? In what ways

can we bring about our own conversion? We await a “new

ways can we bring about our
own conversion?

heaven and a new earth.” What did the promise of God say
would be two characteristics of this new day? How can we
help this new day arrive?



GOSPEL

In this gospel reading Mark infroduces John the Baptist as the
messenger of the Messiah, sent by God to prepare his path.
John preaches a baptism of repentance and the forgiveness
of sins in the desert by the River Jordan. The coming Messiah
will baptize with the Holy Spirit. He is mightier than John or any
of the prophets before him.

Let us prepare for Jesus’ coming as John taught the people to
prepare: with repentance for our sins, with welcoming hearts,
with unselfish love, and with generosity for one another.

Advent should be a time of watchfulness for us. We must
never be asleep to the daily challenge of Jesus in our lives,

Let us prepare for Jesus'
coming as John taught the
people to prepare:  with
repentance for our sins, with
welcoming  hearts,  with
unselfish love, and with
generosity for one another.

Why does Mark’s gospel begin with the story of John the Baptist? How does Mark connect John
and Jesus to the Hebrew scripture? John has sometimes been called the last Hebrew prophet.
Where did he preach and baptize? To whom did his preaching point? Describe John’s ministry.
What does the last verse of John’s gospel mean when it says, "I have baptized you with water;

He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.




St. Francis Xavier
December 4th

e

St. Francis Xavier was born at Xavier Castle in Spain in 1506. He
went to the University of Paris when he was eighteen, where he
studied and taught Philosophy. Here he met St. Ignatius Loyola,
who was about to start the Society of Jesus.

St. Ignatius tried to get Francis to join him, and aft first the happy-
go-lucky young man just laughed. St. Ignatius repeated to him
the words of Jesus in the Gospel: “What does it profit a person
to gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” At last, Francis
saw clearly that he could use his talents to bring people to God
and agreed 1o join the Jesuits.

When Francis was thirty-four, St. Ignatius sent him as a missionary
to the East Indies. The king of Portugal wanted to give him
presents to take along and a servant.

Francis refused his kind offer and explained: "The best way to
acquire true dignity is to wash one’s own clothes and boil one’s
own pot.”

During his travels as a missionary in Goaq, India, Japan and other
lands of the east, St. Francis made thousands of converts. In fact, he baptized so many people
that he became too weak to raise his arms.

Francis’ love for Jesus was so strong that he could not rest at the thought of so many people
who had never heard the Gospel. He found that there were so many villages where there were
Christians but no priest to say Mass or teach them their prayers and the Commandments of
God’s Law.

When he landed at Goa in India, he would go down the streets ringing a little bell and inviting
the children to hear the word of God. Then he would take them to a nearby Church and teach
them Catechism and prayers. He made little lay apostles of them and invited them to spread
the faith they had learned.

There was nothing St. Francis wouldn’t do to help people. Once he faced a fierce band of
raiders, alone, with no weapon but his crucifix. They backed up and did not attack his Christian
fribes. The saint also brought many bad-living Christians to repentance. His only “tools” were his
gentle, polite ways and his prayers.

During his painful journeys and hard work, the saint was full of a special joy that came from God.
St. Francis longed to get into China, into which no foreigner was permitted.

At lost, the arrangements were made, but he fell ill. He died almost alone in 1552 on an island
off the Chinese coast when he was just forty-six-years-old. Today his body is preserved in a
church in Goa.
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